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Committed to God’s Mission
& Sakari Pinola, Ph.D. in Misssiology
+ o

I. My footpath to mission; way
points

1. A Christian family

2. Sunday school & a thanking African man

3. The spike of a porcupine (wild boar) of
Africa

. Mission youth fellowship

. ['John Chinaman |

. God’s call and my reservations: John 2:2

~N o o1 B~

. How to know? How to be sure?
['Do right choices in your life | (studies,
occupation, marriage..)
['God will lay a blockade |
[Pray! |

8. A project of having a Mobile clinic car to

Taiwan

9. Missionary training school of the FELM
10. Dec 30th in 1967: An arrival of our family

of three at Taipei airport

11. 1985 FELM and LCT missionaries in

Taiwan

Taichung, Chaochou, Hengchun, Wantan,
Kaohsiung

Church planting within LCT
Cooperation with HCCH and CCMM

Jan. 2024 | 7



BIEEHFEEER

I1. Our response to God’s mission
1. God’s “master plan” of salvation

God has a divine plan for the salvation of
all people. It runs like a red tread throughout
the OT and NT. Paul describes this [ master
plan] of God in Eph. 3:9 as [being a mys-
tery hidden for ages and now being made
known by the Holy Spirit. | This mystery, this

['master plan] of God, is His mission and
will that all people, not only Jews, are to be
called to the Kingdom of God.

This is uniquely revealed in the sending
of Jesus, God’s Only Son, as the Saviour of
the world. His resurrection was, and still is,
the final victory over sin, death and the evil
powers of Satan. The life, work, suffering,
death and resurrection of Jesus reveal God’s
unconditional love for the whole humankind.
Therefore, the Good News of salvation in
Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed to everybody.
Faith in Jesus, faith alone, is the way to God.
There are no other ways to God, only Jesus (
John 14:5) . The purpose of God"s mission is
to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in a way
that it invites people to accept Jesus as their
personal Saviour.

2. Challenged to commit to God"s mission

Mission is God"s mandate to His people
to participate in His continuing saving work.
The first followers of Jesus were sent out to

8 | B& m No. 398

the world to be witnesses to Jesus in the same
manner as Jesus was sent out by God (John
20:21) .

Similarly, today’s followers of Jesus are
called and chosen to carry out the divine plan
of God for the salvation of men. God calls us
to proclaim His love and salvation in Jesus
Christ among peoples of nations. Two thirds
of the world”s population has not yet heard
the Gospel message. God’s mission, our
mission, is still an unfinished mission.

Mission is of the very being, the very
nature, of the Christian Church. To be com-
mitted to mission is not optional for the
Church. The Church does not live for its own
self, but for God and for the world. To be
sure, Christians have many duties, but these
duties must not be substituted for proclaiming
the gospel and discipling people. God is
concerned with the salvation of all sinners at
the cost of his Son. This should be our con-
cern as well. As followers of Jesus Christ, we
are the Church. Mission is not a voluntary
affair, or an activity of those who interested in
it. It is obedience to our Master’s command.

3. Our commitment to God”s mission is our
response to what He has done for us in Christ.

A commitment to God"s mission requires
that you abandon your own agenda and accept
God’s agenda for your life. This is never an
easy thing! It may mean that you yield your



rights, dreams, plans, and ambitions to Him.
It is like handing out to God a blank sheet of
paper with your signature at the bottom of it,
and telling Him to fill it in details! This new
way of life leads no longer living for himself
but only for the Lord who died and was
raised to life for our sake (2Cor 5:15) .
Committing to God"s mission is a very costly
commitment. But it is a commitment along
which you will experience the fulfillment of
your life and the blessing of God in a way
you could have never imagined!

Our commitment to God”s mission
depends on the work of the Holy Spirit in us.
Only Holy Spirit can make real both the
salvation offered to us in Christ, and the
missionary mandate given to us. When Jesus
gave to his disciples the commission to make
all nations his disciples, the disciples were
not allowed to start the job assigned for them
rightaway (Acts 1:4) . Only after the Holy
Spirit came upon them they were transformed
into witnesses of Jesus.

The same is true also with our commit-
ment to God”s mission. Our obedience to the
task given to us, our willingness to offer
ourselves to Christ for the sake of Gospel -
all this is made real by the work of the Holy
Spirit in our lives. The Word of God, inspired
by the Holy Spirit creates in us the will to
participate in God"s mission. True and lasting
commitment to God’s mission is always a
result of spiritual renewal in us. That are we
called to pray for.

4. Conclusion.

God wills and desires his Church to grow.
The followers of Jesus are sent to continue
God’s mission. The task is still unfinished.
This fact of the unfinished task is to be taken
seriously and emphasized again and again. Yet,
God never forces any one of us, on the con-
trary, he tenderly invites us to give ourselves
wholeheartedly into the world”s most fascinat-
ing movement, His mission. Though the task is
immense and reaching out to all people with
the Gospel looks almost impossible, the
followers of Jesus see the vision of all nations
coming to the New Jerusalem (Rev 7:9) ,
vision of every knee bent before the King (
Phil 2:10) .

Our commitment to God"s mission is our

response to what He has done for us in Christ.
(CCMM|
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The Bible verses which have been in my mind are
€ Dr. Honkanen, Risto. Ph.D. Helsinki

e

%
Part |

The Bible verses which have been in my
mind are

1. Matthew 4:4 and Isaiah 55:11 (God's word

is powerful ) |

[ Matthew 4:4] (NIV) Jesus
answered, It is written: ‘Man shall not live
on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God. |

(Isaiah 55:11] (NIV) So is my word

that goes out from my mouth : It will not

return to me empty, but will accomplish what |
desire and achieve the purpose for which | sent

it.

12 | B& s No. 398

2. lsaiah 42:1-10 (God's servant is power-
ful) is

[Isaiah 42:1-10] (NIV) “Here is
my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one
in whom | delight; I will put my Spirit on
him, and he will bring justice to the nations.
He will not shout or cry out, or raise his
voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not
break, and a smoldering wick he will not
snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth
justice; He will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth. In his
teaching the islands will put their hope.” This
is what God the Lord says—the Creator of



the heavens, who stretches them out, who
spreads out the earth with all that springs
from it, who gives breath to its people, and
life to those who walk on it: “I, the Lord,
have called you in righteousness; | will take
hold of your hand. I will keep you and will
make you to be a covenant for the people and
a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are
blind, to free captives from prison and to
release from the dungeon those who sit in
darkness. “I am the Lord; that is my name! |
will not yield my glory to another or my
praise to idols. See, the former things have
taken place, and new things | declare; before
they spring into being | announce them to
you.” Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise
from the ends of the earth, you who go down
to the sea, and all that is in it, you islands,
and all who live in them.

3. sometimes God's answer comes late (
Habakkuk 2:1-3) or not at all.

[Hab2:1-3] (NIV) I will stand at
my watch and station myself on the ramparts;
I will look to see what he will say to me, and
what answer | am to give to this complaint.
Then the Lord replied: “Write down the
revelation and make it plain on tablets so that
a herald may run with it. For the revelation
awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end
and will not prove false. Though it linger,
wait for it; it will certainly come and will not
delay.

Part 11
Some thoughts about ' Why FMS was
founded so late (1859 AD) |
These words came out of the mouth of our
Lord when he was tempted in wilderness:
Matthew 4:4 A man does not live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes out of the
mouth of God.
Isaiah 55:11 so will my message be that
what goes out of my mouth—
it won’t return to me empty. Instead, it will
accomplish what | desire,and achieve the
purpose for which | sent it.
Explanations: AD=Anno Domini (Lord’s
year) means years since birth of Christ, BC=
before Christ, NT=New Testament of Bible
FMS=Finnish Missionary Society
a. OUR LORD WAS BORN 2023 YEARS
AGO that is in year 0 AD.

b. Permanent Ice melted away from 11 000
years ago .

c. Genetic base of Finns in Russia: upper Volga
& Oka & Kama rivers.

d. The Finns (10000 persons?) move to
peninsula of Finland 1250-800 BC.

e. Three Roman Catholic Crusades to Finland
in 1150-1300 AD.

f. here was no independent FINLAND before
1917 AD.

g. Pahkinésaari Pact between Sweden and
Novgorod in 1323 AD.

h. Sweden took main part of Finland. Sweden
& Finland .

i. Finland under Sweden in 1323-1809 AD.

Jan. 2024 | 13



j. Finland under Russia in 1809-1917 AD . large revival movement was fined, as.
a. FMS was founded in 1859 AD. g. Law prevented home meetings (Conventi
k. Printing discovered by Gutenberg in 1450 cle Act: SW 1726-1858, SF 1726-1870) .
AD.
a. Printing enabled books and bibles. Conclusions: Why FMS was founded so
|. Reformation by Martin Luther in 1517 (95 late (1859 AD) ?
theses) . 1. Roman Catholic Church did not give
m. German bible by Martin Luther: NT in God’s word to lay people
1521, whole Bible in 1534. 2. Finland was not independent
King of Sweden sent Mikael Agricola to 3. Lutheran Church denied gatherings at
Luther in 1536 (not to Pope ) . homes in 1600-1870
n. Agricola created Finnish written language. 4. Lack of power, maturity and autonomy of
a. ABC book in 1543 AD and translated Finnish people B
NT in1548 AD.

0. Finnish church, ministers and cantors,
taught Finnish people to read.

p. Lutheran bishops and ministers tried to
prevent revival in 1838-9, when.
Paavo Ruotsalainen - a lay leader of our
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BE 0B 108132 | 1080854 || 118U | 1189 E | 11 B{28Rt
ASE 17,000 275,293 -258,293 24,200 205,380 | —181.,180
KEBE 310,050 116,392 193,608 348,545 160,971 187,574
NFET 1,500 165,427 -163,927 165,800 113,341 42,459
BEE 45,200 284,192 -238,992 109,900 024,400 | -H14,506
RIZEEE) 319,509 0 319,509 13,600 0 13,600
E{RFZBUA 8,909 0 8,909 6,279 0 0,279
EHEZH 0 1,098,287 —1,058,287 0 41,100 -41,100
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( Domestic or Overseas ) Donatlon for CCMM Credit Card Payment Form

& A~ F L (Basic Information )
#+ 44 2 (Nameon Card)
LrzzE (ID)

% 3% (Telephone)

Yo gz 1k (Donor Address) = [ -]
Yoy 428 (Donor Name) @ ([JF 4+ A 4+ % As Card Holder )

i + 34 T (Authorization )

+ u] (Type) :[JVISA [ JMASTER [ ]& & 7 * + (United Credit Card) [_JCB

# H p #p (Dateof Filling) : # (Year) " (Month)  p (Date)
+ 5 228 *T (Expiry Date) » (Month) # (Year)

+ % (Card No.) - - -

z (Signature )

(griz* + 1+ ¥ 72— 3% Same As Signed on Card)
>I<%/§%$*E ( Amount )

[]- =% i%/gk One-off Donation : #7 5 % (NT) $ 2
[J4 * %j* Monthly Donation : 7 % (NT) $ 2

A (StartFrom) & (Year) _____* (Month) %

=~ (Till) & (Year) ____* (Month)

%ﬂi% g rpwmaEgd- = [ &2 FF Dgu%‘i:‘(%

P %/F*UE p ( Donation Items)
[ 1+~ % % (Personnel expense )
[ 15 % % (General Expenditure )
[1* %1 % (Monthly magazines and books )
D%% 7 % & £ (Medical mission fund)
[J=#& % (Activity expense )
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